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Saturdays 5:00 PM       Chapel Service   
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          10:30 AM       Praise Worship        

Education Hour Sundays at 10:15 AM 

February, 2010 

February 17     
Begin Lent by Repenting, remembering that we are 

dust and to dust we will ultimately return. 

Noon and 7:00pm: Imposition of Ashes and       

Eucharist 

 

Wednesday February 24:               
Noon and 7:00pm: Midweek Worship with Eucharist 

Seasoned Lutherans meet for lunch at 12:45pm fol-

lowed by speaker Tim Saeger our Thrivent Financial 

for Lutherans Representative.                                                  
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From Our Pastor 

 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 

 

 2009 was a blessed year for us at Dr. Martin 

Luther Church.  This has been a year in which God 

challenged us and provided for us, when we were 

graced with new members and committed others to 

the promises of God and the resurrection.  2009 has 

been a year of economic challenges, and yet a year in 

which we saw God’s abundance provide as we were 

able to grow programs, add a worship opportunity, 

grow our staff and move forward into a hopeful future. 

 So were do we go in 2010? We continue to-

gether to discern and grow into God’s grace.  God is 

constantly providing us with opportunities to grow and 

trust that despite our fears and doubts, we can have 

hope in the midst of any circumstance.  That God will 

ask, “Who will go?” and we are challenged to respond 

“Here am I, Send Me!” 

 My prayer for 2010 is that we will grow in our 

ability as a parish to say “Here am I, Send Me!”  That 

we will continue our transition from a community that 

waits for others to act, but instead is one in which indi-

viduals are empowered to use their gifts and actively 

respond to the needs and opportunities we are pre-

sented with. 

  For us to continue to grow and thrive, serving 

God’s kingdom in 2010, every member of DMLC is 

going to be asked, and expected to respond, to God’s 

call with the answer “Here am I, send me!” I pray that 

the Holy Spirit will continue to inspire and move us 

into this hopeful future, and I have faith that by God’s 

grace, we will. 

 

Pastor Erik Gronberg 

Portico News Deadline 

The deadline for the March issue of The Portico is 

Monday, February 15.  All information must be sub-

mitted by this date. Thank you. 

Ministry Celebration Weekend                  

February 7 

We will have a celebration of the ministries of Dr.    

Martin Luther Church and receive Annual Reports    

during all worship services 

DMLC Member Kevin Krueger has been in active duty in 

the middle east for the past year.  We are now blessed to 

welcome him home safely.  Thanks be to God and we 

pray for the safe return of all our military personnel and 

for peace. 

Thank You!  My family and I would like to thank everyone 

in the congregation for all the thoughts and prayers while 

Kevin was deployed in Iraq and while I was going through 

treatments for cancer.  We are hoping those prayers will 

be answered when I have my next PET Scan in February. 

We would also like to thank Maggie Amin for heading up 

meals for us while I was down and out with treatments.  

Thank you to everyone who made those meals and to 

everyone who presented us with gift cards for restau-

rants.  We appreciate it so much. 

Words cannot express how we feel being members of 

this congregation.  Thank you again! 

God’s Peace,                                                                             

Heidi Krueger and family 

Welcome Home Kevin Krueger 

Family and friends, our journey begins. Tricia's diagnosis 

of colon cancer has brought us to this place, but we are 

looking forward to finding the hope, comfort and inspira-

tion that each one of you will bring to carry us through to 

our happy ending.  
 

In the meantime, we ask for continued prayers of 

strength, courage and healing for Tricia. Please also re-

member her husband, BJ, and their precious girls, Lauren 

and Brynn, in your prayers. 
 

John 16:33-"I have told you these things, so that in me 

you may have peace. In this world you will have trou-

ble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 
 

Tricia Wright's Caring Bridge website: 

Go to:  www.caringbridge.org/visit/triciawright 

If you don't have an account with Caring Bridge, you'll 

have to set up one and choose a password. This is very 

simple to do. 

Tricia Wright's Story (from Caringbridge.org) 

 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/triciawright
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Thank You 

ST. BENS                                                                                                  

Thank you to the following people for making St. Ben’s    an-

other success this month: Jim and Arlene Johnson,  Kristi 

Meuer, Louise Pieper, Kountz family, Dorothy Westgard, Betty 

Peters, Jerry and Diane Gaido, Betty Toepfer, Pat Siebrecht, 

Jeanne Johns, Don Scharfenberg, Charlotte McMahon, Carol 

Potratz, Milene Wegner, Dick Zautner, Lee Gallert and Glenn 

Shong.                                                                                                

The next time we serve the meal is on Wednesday, Feb. 3.  

BULLETINS AND NEWSLETTER                                                              

Thank you to Charlotte McMahon, Esther Neumann, Milene 

Wegner, Joan Keating, Betty Till, Shirley Chatfield, Kathleen 

Kimball, Ann Schwalbe for assembling the bulletins this 

month. 

The next time we meet is on February 13 from 

9:00 am until 4:00pm, but you may come and go 

as  you wish.  Our main goal is to have fun (and we 

do!).  Please contact  Angie Lewein (567-5629) if 

you plan to attend.  Bring a friend along with you!   

Attention Scrapbookers! 

Seasoned Lutherans 

will meet on Wednesday, February 24 at 12:45pm. 

Following the lunch, Tim Saeger will speak to us 

about Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

Outreach has sponsored Silenat Temesgen, age 8 

yrs from Ethiopia.  You are invited to write Silenat, 

forms and information are on the kiosk.  All corre-

spondence should be sent to: Child Correspon-

dence Dept., Compassion International, Colorado 

Springs, CO  80997-0001  

Child sponsored through Compassion, 

International 

Quilting 

The quilters will meet on Wednesday, February 17 

at 9:00 a.m. to make quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief.  Please join us in fellowship hall.  You do 

not need to know how to sew to help with this pro-

ject. 

Next FREE  Community Supper  

Will be held on Monday, February 25     

Serving from 5:00—6:00 p.m.                      

At First Congregational                          

United Church of Christ                             

815 S. Concord Road, Oconomowoc    

From the Mailbox 

I would like to thank everyone for the prayers and cards 

when I was sick.  The hospital visits and Shorehaven 

visits by Pastor Erik and Chaplain Mark Rydberg were 

very much appreciated.  May God bless you all.                                                             

Violet Schultz                                                                         

* * * * * * * *  * 

We wish to thank our church family for their prayers and 

cards as our sister Gloria Graves left us for her eternal 

home.  To quote Pastor Erik, “she has claimed the prom-

ise of her Baptism.”                                                        

Joan Schroeder and Carol Boomer 

Dartball Schedule 

February 1 DMLC at St. Paul’s, Sugar Island                

February 8 St. Paul’s, Ixonia at DMLC                            

February 15 DMLC at Cross, Ixonia                                  

February 22 St. John’s, Ashippun at DMLC                 

March 1  DMLC at Immanuel, Lebanon                         

March 8  St. Mark’s #2, Watertown at DMLC 

Valentine's Day is approaching, when thoughts turn 

to love.  Let's show our college students how much 

DMLC loves them!  We'll be sending out goody 

boxes on Wednesday, February 10th.  Donations of 

individually wrapped food items, snacks, gum, or 

small games/school supplies, etc, are 

needed!  Monetary donations to help with the cost 

of mailing or for purchasing extra items would also 

be appreciated.  A collection box is in the back of 

the church.  Please contact Caroline Driscoll @ 646-

5605 or driscollmc@earthlink.net with student 

names and addresses or to help pack on the 

10th!  Thank you for your support! 

College Goody Boxes 

mailto:driscollmc@earthlink.net
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Men's Bible Study  

You are invited to participate in a great casual learn-

ing and fellowship experience that takes place on the 

SECOND Saturday of every month at the Pabst Farms 

YMCA from 7:30 - 8:30 am.  You do not need to be a 

member of the YMCA to participate.  Please contact 

Chris Butschke (262.966.0270) or Mike Driscoll 

(262.646.5605) for directions/additional details. 

Young(er) Women’s Fellowship Gatherings                                      

(February 7, March 7, April 11, May 2, June 6,          

July 11, August 8, September 12, October 3,           

November 7,  December 5) 

           4:30—6:00PM in the Education Wing                                                                          

 Come when you can, leave when you must, childcare 

will be provided if requested      

                                                                             

A gathering for young(er) women (define that as you 

choose) to gather for conversation, mutual support 

and a glass of wine.  Meet to talk, listen, pray, laugh, 

relax, and enjoy time together to reflect on lives as 

women and children of God.  Feel free to bring a favor-

ite snack, dessert or bottle of wine.  This group recog-

nizes the crazy schedules many women keep, so come 

when schedules permit, enjoy the time set apart. 

Upcoming Youth Events!  (Sign up ASAP) 

Prayer Group 

Join Pastor Gronberg Thursday mornings at 9:30AM in 

a time of prayer for our congregation, our community 

and those on our prayer list.  Learn more about prayer 

and how you can make it a regular part of your life.  

-Sun Jan. 31: 6-8th graders, SIGN UP TODAY for our Ice 

 Skating Outing to downtown Milwaukee (on 

 the "Slice of Ice" in Red Arrow Park).  We will 

 leave at Noon and return by 3:00ish.  Eat lunch 

 before and bring $6 for skate rental (skate for 

 free if you have your own skates).  PLEASE 

 SIGN UP ASAP as I need to know numbers for 

 driving. 

-Feb. 6/7: Senior High Sponsored Souper Bowl of     

 Caring  during all worship services. No refresh 

 that  evening, enjoy the Super Bowl game. 

  

-Feb. 12-15th: 2010 Youth and Family Ski Trip to     

 Hurley,  WI.   6th-12th Grade Youth welcome 

 without Parents;; Youth 5th grade and under 

 welcome with Parent/Guardian.  Cost is approx. 

 $100 based on participation (includes lift 

 ticket/rental for 2 days of skiing, food and   

 lodging: youth responsible for 2 meals on way 

 up and back.  For more information, speak with 

 Pastor Erik. WE NEED ONE OTHER PARENT 

 WILLING TO GO TO MAKE THIS TRIP HAPPEN!! 

-February 16th: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 (Youth  FUNDRAISER)  Youth need to sign up 

 for serving from 4-5:30pm or 5:30-7pm. 

-March 7th: 7-8th Grade Confirmation youth to see 

 Dead Sea Scrolls at Milwaukee Public Museum.  

 Leave DMLC at 11:30am, return by 4pm.  All 

 other youth welcome to attend, 7-8th grade 

 youth expected as part of AOB Curriculum. 

-March 7th: Senior High Refresh from 4:30pm-6pm 

 

SIGN UP TODAY!  Sign-up sheets are located on the  

kiosk. 

Pastor Larry will lead a six-week study on the Gospel of 

Luke starting February 9. No experience necessary! 

Luke is a powerful telling of Jesus’ story and presents 

a desperately needed vision for how to live. You can 

come on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. or Tuesday 

evenings at 7:00 p.m.  Look for the sign-up sheet in 

the back of the sanctuary or just tell Pastor Larry. 

Luke and Larry 

Mighty men of DMLC, we’ve got a great opportunity for 

spiritual renewal and male bonding (and eating junk 

food): The first annual DMLC men’s retreat, April 16 & 

17 (Friday evening through Saturday afternoon) at    

Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn.  The cost is $50 

which includes overnight stay and two meals on Satur-

day.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church 

or just talk with Pastor Larry about this great opportu-

nity for fellowship, prayer and just plain good times! 

First Annual Men’s Retreat 
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Monthly                                          

  Actual  Budget                        

Income  $35,351.58 $29,243.75              

Expense $29,338.59 $29,243.75  

 Monthly Income—Expense $6,012.99 

Year to Date Actual  Budget                            

Income  $328,433.92 $350,925.00              

Expense $340,154.71 $350,925.00    

   Year to Date Income—Expense     ($11,720.79)   

DMLC Book Club News 

The DMLC Book Club will suspend its meetings for 

the winter months. We will get together again in 

March.  

We will begin meeting again on the third Monday 

in March, March 15, 2010. The time is 6:30 PM and the place 

is Books and Company in Whitman Plaza (Summit Avenue 

and Thackary Trail) Phone: 567-0106  

Of course everyone is welcome.  Come every time or only 

when your (not so) simple life allows. Questions? Book ideas? 

Call Ginny Scholtz 567-5538  

Stewardship Report December, 2009 

 

 

Sleep in on Sundays then come and join us 

for the fun and excitement of a Praise Band!  

10:30am Praise Worship and Sunday School 

both end at 11:15! 

 

 

Come and sing!  Festival Choir is returning to 
sing for the Good Friday worship service 
(April 2, 7pm) and Easter Sunday (April 4, 
9am).  Entire families are invited to sing as 
well as children grades 3 and older.   

We will be rehearsing for the 4 weeks prior on 
Thursday evenings at 6pm.  Rehearsals are 
March 4, 11, 18, and March 25.  In order to 
plan ahead and insure that we have a suffi-
cient number of voices, we need your com-
mitment in advance.  Please, fill out the form 
below and return to Heidi Graf before Febru-
ary 15. 

 

Yes, I will sing with the Festival Choir. 

 

___ April 2 (Good Friday) 

 

___ April 4 (Easter Sunday) 

 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

Please indicate a voice part: 

 

Child’s voice______ 

 

Women:  Soprano_____          Alto______ 

 

Men:  Tenor _____          Bass_____ 

 

Return to Heidi Graf before February 15. 



Blood Pressure Screenings will be taken in the Parish 

Nurse Office, room 206 of the education wing on Febru-

ary 12 and 14 after the services.      
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Healing Services will be held February 13 and 

14 and Blood Pressure Screening 

Additional Evening Office Hours 

Through May 2010, our Parish Nurse Sue Konkel will 

have additional office hours on the third Wednesday 

Evening of each month from 5:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M.  

Come and see her!   

From Our Parish Nurse Sue Konkel 

Take Hold of the Hand that Reaches Out  

 “Go to the lost, confused 

people right here in the 

neighborhood. Tell them 

that the kingdom is here. 

Bring health to the sick.” 

Matthew 10: 6-8a 

I have mental illness and 

addiction disorders in my 

family. When I was growing 

up, this behavior was 

“normal”. This was what I 

knew. I didn’t know this was “mental illness”. It was my 

family! (Still is!) However, it was only when I faced the real-

ity of these disorders that I could take the necessary steps 

toward wholeness. 

 Everyone has a story. Every family has a story. 

One in four adults experiences a mental health disorder 

each year. (Depression, Anxiety, Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder, Schizophrenia, Bi-polar Disorder, Obsessive-

Compulsive Disorder, Personality Disorders, Addiction, 

Panic Disorder) 

Mental illness is like any other medical illness and often 

makes it harder for a person to deal with the ordinary de-

mands of life. Moreover, our society attaches shame to 

these mental health issues, excluding those affected by 

them and making it much harder for them to reach out or 

ask for help. 

Mental illness has been called the “No casserole disease” 

because, unlike when someone becomes physically ill and 

everyone rallies with food and help, when a family that 

struggles with mental illness is in a crises, a more com-

mon response is to turn away. We do not know how to 

connect or relate. We can be fearful of “differentness”.  

Those who are aware of their “differentness” fear that oth-

ers will think/judge that they are weak, crazy, or unlov-

able.  Therefore, they are secretive about their symptoms 

and afraid to seek help.  We need to remember that 

though a person’s behaviors may seem odd, the person is 

not!  We are all beloved of God created in His image. 

In the same way that mental health issues affect our fam-

ily, mental health issues affect our church family. The way 

we behave, react, and respond to each other affects our 

well-being and can hinder or promote the church’s mis-

sion. 

Therefore, in February, The Outreach and Health & Well-

ness Committees will offer DMLC some opportunities to 

“take hold of the hand that reaches outó. NAMI (National  

Alliance on Mental Illness) Waukesha will be here 

at DMLC with informational displays, bulletin in-

serts, and bulletin board displays. The NAMI staff 

will teach us awareness tools for reaching out to 

others and how we ourselves can reach out and 

accept help. 

Mental illnesses are treatable. Those who engage 

in personalized, medically supervised, treatment 

plans find their symptoms are reduced enough to 

achieve a fulfilled and functional life. 

Are there people we reject or ignore because of 

their appearance or mannerisms? If so, turn your 

heart toward them today and reach out a hand like 

Jesus did. Millions of Americans affected by mental 

illness remain untreated or under-treated. Are you 

or your family struggling with mental health issues?  

Reach out and grasp the hand being held out to 

you. 

With spiritual eyes, remain focused on God’s plan 

of health and renewal by embracing & reaching out 

and responding in positive ways that are life giving 

to each other.   

Reach out the hand of hope by learning the facts, 

and being aware! 

Thank you to all who gave to our end of the year empha-

sis.  From those gifts we were able to make a Tithe (give 

10%) of $652.25 to the Lake Area Free Clinic. 

DMLC Tithes $652.25 to Lake Area Free 

Clinic 

In just one Sunday morning, DMLC raised $864 to help 

with relief efforts in Haiti through the work of Lutheran 

Disaster response.  Thank you for your generosity!!! 

DMLC Raises $864 for Haiti Relief 
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             It’s Mardi Gras Time! 

 

Join the fun at Dr. Martin Luther Church 

325 S. Main Street,  Oconomowoc       

                      (262) 567-3829 

 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY  

PANCAKE SUPPER 

FEBRUARY 16 
 

 

Serving from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
In Fellowship Hall 

 

All the pancakes you can eat, plus sausage, applesauce and dessert 

 

 ENJOY A VISIT WITH “MOLLY PUTZ” the clown 
  

  

 

PRICES: 

$6.00 for anyone over 12    

$3.00 for Children 6 to 12      

Under 6 – FREE 

 

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARD YOUTH EVENTS!!!!  


