The Portico

Dr. Martin Luther Church

325 S. Main Street

Oconomowoc, WI 53066

PHONE: (262) 567-3829

FAX: (262) 567-6033

Email: dmlc@globaldialog.com

Church Web Site: drmartinlutherchurch.org
Cluster Web site: lakecountrycluster.org

March, 2010 Midweek Lent Services
Pastor
Erik Gronberg (262) 443-9647 Wednesdays
Pastoral Assistant _ 1200 pm and 700 pm
Larry Henning (262) 716-6179
Parish Nurse March 3™ The Creed
Sue Konkel (262) 569-0505

-Teaching Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Director of Music

Heidi K. Graf (414) 380-1886 March 10™: The Lord's Prayer

Administrative Secretary

Mary Engel - Teaching Text: Matthew 6:1-15

Volunteer Coordinator .
March 17" Holy Baptism
Bobbie Dierbeck v eap

- Teaching Text: Matthew 3:13-17
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:

Saturdays 5:00 PM Chapel Service
Sundays 9:00 AM Family Worship
10:30 AM Praise Worship

March 24™: Holy Communion
- Teaching Text: 1 Corinthians 11:22-27

eIty /el Shudens e A0ELe Al Soup lunch following Noon services.




News and Notes

Page 2

From Pastor Erik
Dear Partners in Ministry,

“Return to the Lord your God”

Such simple words, such a simple season. Lent
encourages, cajoles, requires even that we take
seriously engaging in spiritual disciplines, giving
more generously and simply returning to God. This
Lenten season we will offer you many opportunities
to engage this call at DMLC, but ultimately, Lent is
simply about your spiritual discernment. As such,
my simple prayer for you is that you might listen,
learn, live and mature in the wonder of God’s mercy
made manifest in the cross of Jesus Christ.

In hopes for a blessed Lent,

Pastor Erik

DMLC Book Club News

We will begin meeting again on the third Mon-

day in March, March 15, 2010. The time is 6:30 "3
PM and the place is Books and Company in i \'ﬂ)
Whitman Plaza (Summit Avenue and Thackary t&iﬂ;
Trail) Phone: 567-0106

Of course everyone is welcome. Come every time or only
when your (not so) simple life allows. Questions? Book
ideas? Call Ginny Scholtz 567-5538

New Member Orientation
March 28th @ 10:15am

Fellowship Hall

Anyone interested in becoming a member of DMLC
should plan to attend this 45 minute orientation
opportunity to meet leaders of the congregation,
ask questions and learn more about how you can
plug into DMLC. Please contact the church office

for more information or to RSVP.

Dartball Schedule

March 1 DMLC at Immanuel, Lebanon
March 8 St. Mark’s #2, Watertown at DMLC
March 15 DMLC at St. Peter's, Lebanon

Play off and championship games
April 12 Banquet at Plattdeutscher Hall

City Lights Friday, March 5, 2010
The Atrium, 831 N Van Buren Street, Milwaukee

Celebrate the ministry of All Peoples Church with an eve-
ning under the city lights of Milwaukee. The night will
include dinner, music and a chance to connect with the
vibrant work of God in the community of All Peoples.

5:30 pm Gathering
7:15 pm Program

6:30 pm Dinner
8:00 pm Benediction

Soul Food, Live Music, Fellowship

$30 Guest, $75 Visionary. Visionary guests also receive
a gift bag. Please make payment at http://
apps.facebook.com/causes/144667 or at the door.
RSVP required - 414 264-1616 or
allpeopleschurch@gmail.com

Next FREE Community Supper

Will be held on Monday, March 29
Serving from 5:00—6:00 p.m.
At First Congregational United Church of Christ
815 S. Concord Road, Oconomowoc

Save A Stamp, Save Paper, Save Dollars

Help DMLC be better stewards of our resources, saving
postage, printing and paper by signing up to receive our
monthly newsletter via email or by pledging to read it
through our webpage. Please fill out the form below and
return it to the church office. Your quick response is re-
quested.

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

(please check one way below that you would like to re-
ceive The Portico)

[ ] I'would like to continue receiving the monthly
newsletter via the postal service

[ 1 I'would like to receive the monthly newsletter via email

[ 1 I'will read the monthly newsletter on the DMLC
webpage: drmartinlutherchurch.org

Name:

Address:

Email Address (please print clearly):
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Mental Health and Addiction

Family in Christ,

The Outreach Committee and Health Board
made February Mental Health Month. Hopefully you
all learned as much as | did about mental illness. In
thinking of mental iliness, we can’t forget Addiction,
and all that it brings. It is safe to say that most of us
have experienced a friend or family member that has
struggled or is currently struggling with Addiction to
drugs, alcohol, gambling, eating, shopping, or any
other unhealthy behavior. We have had many great
strides in understanding the disease of addiction, but
still have a long way to go in making people aware of
how this sickness effects everyone it comes in contact
with, and how to help those afflicted. Oconomowoc
and the surrounding communities have excellent re-
sources for those in need of help. For those who think
they might have a problem, please seek out help.
Some of the local resources are The Lake Area Club
(262) 567-9912, which hosts Alcoholics Anonymous,
Narcotics Anonymous, Alanon, Alateen, Gamblers
Anonymous and many more meetings. Rogers Memo-
rial Hospital 800-767-4411, which offers inpatient
treatment for addiction and other behavioral issues.
The AA 24 hour help line is 414-771-9119. Also you
can contact Sue Konkel or Pastors Erik and Larry, and
they can guide you to help. Untreated addiction tares
families apart, ruins lives, and relationships, and even-
tually kills the ones we love most, but there is help,

and hope.

God Bless

March Ministry of the Month

is continuing with health and wellness by helping the
Lake Area Free Clinic. The clinic has been busier than
ever with all the jobs that have been cut. We have
asked what they are in need of that our congregation
could assist them with. They have asked for copy pa-
per, black pens, and small post it notes. We will have a
box in the back of the church labeled Free Clinic for
these donations. They are in need of a volunteer custo-
dian for 3-4 hours a month to help clean the clinic.
Conference room tables (folding on wheels) and chairs
to go with the table. If you can assist them in these
larger items please contact the Executive Director Mary
Reich at #262-569-4990. We will also be accepting
monetary donations to go to the clinic. You can put
these in the regular offering plate but make sure to la-
bel it free clinic before you put it in the offering plate.
Thank you for your continued generosity towards those
in need.

Shepherds Wanted

We're looking for individual Shepherds, or shepherd
families to help acclimate new member families into
our church life. Shepherds would have a commitment
of one year, and shepherd one new family for about a
months period no more than twice in that year.

If you would be willing to make that commit-
ment, please call the church office.

Seasoned Lutherans

will meet on Wednesday, March 24 at 12:45pm.
following the Lent service for lunch.

Quilting

The quilters will meet on Wednesday, March 17 at
9:00 a.m. to make quilts for Lutheran World Relief.
Please join us in fellowship hall. You do not need to
know how to sew to help with this project.

The DMLC Quilters appreciate the memorials
given to them in memory of Sadie Andersen.
Her love of quilting will continue through this
donation.

Attention Scrapbookers!

The next time we meet is on March 13 from 9:00 am
until 4:00pm, but you may come and go as you
wish. Our main goal is to have fun (and we

do!). Please contact Angie Lewein (567-5629) if you
plan to attend. Bring a friend along with you!

Child sponsored through Compassion, In-
ternational

Outreach has sponsored Silenat Temesgen, age 8 yrs
from Ethiopia. You are invited to write Silenat, forms
and information are on the kiosk. All correspondence
should be sent to: Child Correspondence Dept., Com-
passion International, Colorado Springs, CO 80997-
0001
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First Annual Men'’s Retreat

Mighty men of DMLC, we’ve got a great opportunity for
spiritual renewal and male bonding (and eating junk
food): The first annual DMLC men'’s retreat, April 16 &
17 (Friday evening through Saturday afternoon) at
Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn. The cost is $50
which includes overnight stay and two meals on Satur-
day. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church
or just talk with Pastor Larry about this great opportu-
nity for fellowship, prayer and just plain good times!

Men's Bible Study

You are invited to participate in a great casual learn-
ing and fellowship experience that takes place on the
SECOND Saturday of every month at the Pabst Farms
YMCA from 7:30 - 8:30 am. You do not need to be a
member of the YMCA to participate. Please contact
Chris Butschke (262.966.0270) or Mike Driscoll
(262.646.5605) for directions/additional details.

Thank You

ST. BENS

Thank you to the following people for making St. Ben’s
another success this month: Betty Peters, John and
Tami Wick, Carol Navine, Dorothy Westgard, Diane
Gaido, Connie and Pat Higgins, Jeanne Johns, Pat
Siebrecht, Betty Toepfer, Kathy Kubehl, Don and Phyllis
Scharfenberg, Charlotte McMahon, Joan Keating,
Milene Wegner, Carol Potratz, Dick Zautner, Lee Gallert
and Glenn Shong.

The next time we serve the meal is on Wednesday,
March 3.

BULLETINS AND NEWSLETTER

Thank you to Charlotte McMahon, Esther Neumann,
Milene Wegner, Joan Keating, Janet Kloss, Betty Till,
Shirley Chatfield, Kathleen Kimball, Ann Schwalbe for
assembling the bulletins this month.

Upcoming Youth Events! (Sigh up ASAP)

-March 7: 7-8th Grade Confirmation youth to see
Dead Sea Scrolls at Milwaukee Public
Museum. Leave DMLC at 11:30am, return by
4pm. All other youth welcome to attend, 7-8th
grade youth expected as part of AOB
Curriculum.

-March 7th: Senior High Refresh from 4:30pm-6pm

-March 28th 11:30am-2pm. 7-8th Grade Holy Week
Seder Meal at DMLC.

Begin Holy Week by celebrating an Ancient
Jewish tradition of the Seder Meal. FAMILIES
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND AS WELL!!
This was a similar meal to the one Jesus would
celebrate with his disciples. Parents, more
information will be coming about how you can
participate in helping make this meal happen.
5-6th grade youth are encouraged to attend as
well.

SIGN UP TODAY! Sign-up sheets are located on the
kiosk.

Young(er) Women'’s Fellowship Gatherings

(March 7, April 11, May 2, June 6,
July 11, August 8, September 12, October 3,
November 7, December 5)

4:30—6:00PM in the Education Wing

Come when you can, leave when you must, childcare
will be provided if requested

A gathering for young(er) women (define that as you
choose) to gather for conversation, mutual support
and a glass of wine. Meet to talk, listen, pray, laugh,
relax, and enjoy time together to reflect on lives as
women and children of God. Feel free to bring a favor-
ite snack, dessert or bottle of wine. This group recog-
nizes the crazy schedules many women keep, so come

when schedules permit, enjoy the time set apart.

DMLC Raises $499 for Souper Bowl of
Caring

Thanks so much for all who helped make the Souper Bowl
of caring a great success. In just one weekend we collected
$499 dollars of which half will go to Lutheran World Hunger
Relief and half to the Oconomowoc Food Pantry. The en-
ergy and activity of our youth really impressed the folks and
brought energy to the effort. Special thanks to Mike
Schmitz and the outreach team for their work and to
Mariah, Kaitlyn, Micah, Christian, A.J., Kelsie, Kayla, Justin,
Evan, Will and Nicole for their work on this project.

Portico News Deadline

The deadline for the April issue of The Portico is Monday,
March 15. All information must be submitted by this date.
Thank you.




Page 5

Dear Members and Friends,

As we begin Lent, | am reminded that | am completing my

third year of service as your Music Director. My first week-
end of playing for services was the First Sunday of Easter in
2007. The time has escaped me and | can scarcely believe

that it has slipped by so quickly.

With this in mind | would like to take the opportu-
nity to recall how much progress we have made with the
Lord’s blessing by building a vital and growing music pro-
gram. Let’s begin with the children, for they are the future
of this congregation. To begin with the Sunday School mu-
sic program has grown in number, and | take great joy in
improving the quality of the singing as well. My focus is to
educate them in music and not just teach them songs.
Originally, | was not even contracted to teach Sunday
School music, but | felt it necessary in order to construct a
music program for the future.

Participation in our VBS program has increased
exponentially. Each day the children spend a portion of that
time in music class. Again we focus on learning songs that
reinforce the lesson of the day. It also serves as a wonder-
ful outreach tool that has brought new families to our con-

gregation.

We also now have a Youth Handbell Choir. Each
year we have new and eager faces willing to ring their
hearts out for the Lord. Through education in the basics of
handbell technique and music theory, we are once again
providing future musicians for our Adult Handbell Choir.

Our adult music programs are growing as well. The
Adult Handbell Choir has increased their capabilities to a
great degree. We are now performing technically more diffi-
cult and challenging music which further beautifies our wor-
ship service. | am truly proud of our Handbell musicians
and the progress that we have made. They have the tenac-
ity to develop a challenging selection and are eager to con-
tinue that development.

Festival Choir has been an overwhelming success.
In order to meet the needs of busy family schedules, Festi-
val Choir provides a short term commitment for adults and
children who want to sing but cannot commit to weekly re-
hearsals. What brings me great joy is when people who
have never been in choir before sign up to sing. It is always
a pleasant surprise to find another voice in the congrega-
tion!

This past year we added a second service to our
Sunday morning schedule. Voices of Hope faithfully con-
tinues to lead us in singing praise music at the 9am ser-
vice. A couple years ago we added percussion in order to
bring more energy to our performance. The yet unnamed
Praise Band was formed to lead the 10:30 Praise Service.
Once again | was pleasantly surprised by the new faces
who volunteered to be a part of the band. They provide yet

another exciting worship opportunity to our community!

| also want to acknowledge all of the instrumental-
ists who have volunteered their time and talents to en-
hance our worship services: Tim Potratz and Al Kountz on
trumpet, Dave Magedanz on the marimba and countless
other percussion instruments, Julie Driscoll and Amanda
Burchardt on clarinet, Larry Sheets on the saxophone,
Robin Hankins on flute and piano, Karen Trepton on
French horn. (It is always dangerous to make lists, so |
apologize if | neglected to name someone.) It has always
been my goal to include instrumentalists in our worship
throughout the year, not just on Christmas and Easter.

Now, there is a purpose to this reminiscence. God
has so richly blessed our congregation with continued
growth. The music program is growing and developing to
meet the needs of the congregation. In the future it is my
vision that we will continue to add and develop music pro-
grams. Currently music programs either rehearse in the
sanctuary or in the basement of the education wing. But
we need a dedicated space to provide for current and fu-

ture music programs!

Included in the designs for our new addition is the
creation of a music room using the stage and steps area of
the church basement. It is an unused area and would pro-
vide for an ideal rehearsal location. Choirs could warm up
prior to services without the distraction of arriving worship-
ers. Also, it is very difficult to teach Sunday School music
in a through space for departing worshipers. Currently,
people leaving coffee hour pass through my music class to
access the back parking lot. It is not easy to teach 40 chil-
dren when people are walking among us. This rehearsal
room would provide for our present needs and for our fu-
ture just as the entire addition provides for our desperate
need for access, space and availability. It would also pro-
vide the flexibility to hold multiple rehearsals simultane-

ously.

| am very excited about our building program at
Dr. Martin Luther Church. It is a positive move forward, a
vision for the future, vital to our continued growth as a
Beacon of Light to our community. | look forward to con-
tinuing to be your Music Director as we strive to make this
vision a reality!

God’s richest blessings to you!
Heidi K. Graf

Director of Music
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From Our Parish Nurse Sue Konkel

Praying in Colors
A Personal Invitation to Pray without Ceasing
“Pray without ceasing”

| Thessalonians 5:17

What a privilege it is to pray for someone! When people
ask us to pray for them they are issuing an invitation into the
depths of their lives and their humanity. We may not have the
opportunity to help in person but we always have the means to
make our contribution in prayer.

“I need a way to pray that suits my short attention span, my
restless body, and my inclination to live in my head.”

-Sybil MacBeth

Does a short attention span and a tendency for day-
dreams hamper your prayer efforts?

“Praying in colors” can allow you to send your prayerful thoughts
in the form of colors/shapes.

Every thought is a prayer. Thoughts don’t just convert
to prayers because we declare it so. Thoughts have power, par-
ticularly those charged with intense emotional energy. We can
consciously choose to use our connections to others to send
love and caring; to send positive thoughts, blessing, and peace.

Praying in colors involves doodling (scribbling with
abandon) a random shape into existence with a thin black pen.
Then, writing a name in the center of the shape. Staying with
the same shape, you add detail and color to the drawing. Each
dot, each line, and each stroke of color becomes another mo-
ment of time spent with the person whose name is in the center
of the shape. The focus of the drawing is the person on your
mind.

You can move to a different place on the page and
draw another shape with another name in the middle. Embel-
lish the new shape with details and colors until all those on your
drawing form a colorful community of designs on your page.

This entire prayer time is silent and wordless. But the
thoughts, love, and concern for each person you drew are on
their way in prayer. No need to supply a pleading monologue.
You can just sit with them in a variation of stillness.

When you are done drawing you have a visual record of
your prayers. The images stay on your mind and you carry them
with you wherever you go. Your loving thoughts will touch those

you pray for.

“l, the Master Painter, can work into the ordinary colors of
beauty until you see the joy and ecstasy of the radiance I give.”

-God Calling

“Praying in Colors”
An Adult Education Opportunity

On March 14, 2010, following the 9:00 Worship, |
will offer an Adult Education Opportunity “Praying in
Colors”. This will be a fun workshop and takes no
artistic skill. It takes only an open heart, an open
mind and a desire to pray without ceasing. | hope it
jump starts some new prayer ideas that work for

you.
You might be interested in this class if:

e You make a list of people for whom you want to
pray and then don’t.

e You can’t sit still long enough to get past the
“Our Father” or “Hello God” step.

e Your prayers feel more like a list for Santa
Claus than a love letter to God.

e You fumble for the right words and deem the
effort hopeless.

e You're bored with the same old prayers that
you've said since kindergarten.

e You promise to pray for others, and then forget
who they are.

You're sure that everyone you know is a better and
more effective pray-er than you are.

You do need to sign up for this class as | need to
provide enough supplies for everyone. Call Sue
Konkel at 569-0505 to sign up. Just leave your

name and how many are attending.

From “Praying in Color
Drawing a New Path to God” by Sybil MacBeth

Healing Services will be held March 13 and 14
and Blood Pressure Screening
Blood Pressure Screenings will be taken in the Parish

Nurse Office, room 206 of the education wing on March
12 and 14 after the services.

Additional Evening Office Hours

Through May 2010, our Parish Nurse Sue Konkel will
have additional office hours on the third Wednesday
Evening of each month from 5:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M.
Come and see her!
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Lenten
Weekend Worship

Sat. 5:00pm
Sun. 9:00am and 10:30am

A Focus on the Essentials of
Christian Life

Mar 7: | am SOO0O sorry!!! Why repentance is essential!

-Teaching Text: Luke 13:31-35

Mar. 14: Can I really come home again?
The Power of Forgiveness

- Teaching Text: Luke 15:1-3,11b-32

Mar. 21: Shouldn't we save it for later?
The freedom of knowing what is really Valuable

- Teaching Text: John 12:1-8

Easter Sunday, April 4™

6:30 am Sunrise Service
9:00 am Festival Service

Easter breakfast served by
DMLC Youth from 7:30 4 8:45AM

No Saturday Service April 3™

No 10:30 am Sunday Service

Palm Sunday, March 27/28
5:00pm Sat.: Worship &

Passion Narrative

10:30 AM Sunday: Praise Service

Maundy Thursday, April 15" Sl
h i ursda
7 pm Worship & First Y

Communion

Good Friday, April 2™

7 pm Tenebrae Service

Easter Breakfast, 2010

The Youth Group is sponsoring this year's Easter breakfast and we
need your help. We are asking people to donate any of the following
items. Please turn this slip into the church office by March 28.
Please drop off your food donations in the church kitchen by 9 a.m.
on Saturday, April 3.

EASTER BREAKFAST ADULT LEADER NEEDED: For the past 3
years Scott Bazylewicz has graciously coordinated our Easter
breakfast, this year he is unable to do so do to work commit-
ments. We need an adult leader willing to help coordinate this
activity. Responsibilities are to work with Pastor Erik, be present
on Sat. April 3rd from 9-11am for set-up and then on Easter morn-
ing from 6:30am-9am to coordinate the youth in serving the meal.
Please indicate here if you would like to learn more:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The breakfast will be served on Easter Sunday from 7:30 7 9:00 a.m.

__ Dozen Eggs __ Sweet Rolls
__ Buitter __ Gallon Milk
__ Dozen Muffins __ Ham

___ Dozen Hard Rolls

__ Fresh Fruit (type: )

Can Frozen Orange Juice
Donation of money to purchase food items
Lbs. Colby or Cheddar Cheese

Name Phone #

Youth, we need your help too!
(Earn Youth Bucks!)

I will help on

5 Saturday, April 3 from 9-11am to set up tables, decorate and
prepare food.

5 Easter Sunday, April 4 from 7:00-8:45am to set-up and serve.
(Youth expected to attend 9am worship)

5 Easter Sunday, April 4 from 8:30 1 10:00am for clean-up.
(Youth expected to attend 6:30am worship)

Name




