
Proposed Building Plans 
& Capital Fund Appeal

DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
CHURCH

Information Sessions

Saturday, May 2nd 
(following the 5:00 pm service in the Sanctuary)

Sunday, May 3rd
(after the 9:00 am service in Fellowship Hall

 and
after the 10:30 am service in the Sanctuary)

Come to ask questions,
Come to share ideas, opinions & suggestions.

Please return the enclosed survey form.
Thank You!
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A message from Pastor Larry 

Dear Members and Friends of Dr. Martin Luther Church,

Let me start by saying thank you for all you do to make Dr. Martin Luther the caring compassionate place 
that it is. Every month when I review the Portico before it goes out I marvel at the many ways we seek 
opportunities to love our neighbors. God’s love is alive and well here.

For many years our congregation has been engaged in a dialogue about enhancements to our facilities. At this 
point in time we are presented with a wonderful opportunity to enhance God’s ministries in our church. Our 
facilities are tools for God’s ministry and they help us to reach the next generation of believers with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Our proposed project, which is outlined in this brochure, is meant to address important 
congregational needs and as a result support and enhance God’s ministry. There are many things to consider 
before finalizing our proposed plans. Our stated goal is to have 50% of all required funds in hand before 
beginning any work. This brochure represents the collective thinking of many members of our congregation.

I encourage you to attend one of the three information sessions that will be held on the weekend of May 2nd 
and 3rd. An information session will be held in the Sanctuary after the 5:00 PM service on Saturday May 2nd.  
The information sessions on Sunday, May 3rd will be held after the 9:00 AM service in Fellowship Hall and 
in the Sanctuary after the 10:30 AM service. Information will be shared, but more importantly, this will be a 
time to hear from you. Your input will help church leadership determine the level of support for the proposed 
projects and the willingness among our members and friends to support a Capital Fund Appeal. Please plan 
on attending one of these sessions.

It’s important at this stage that we hear from you. Please take a few minutes to respond to the enclosed survey. 
You can drop off the survey when you attend one of the informational meetings or return it to the church 
office. You can also respond to the survey on-line by going to www.drmartinlutherchurch.org. Thank you for 
your feedback and for all you do for Dr. Martin Luther Church.

In Christ,

Pastor Larry Harpster
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As many members are aware, extensive discussions about building renovations have taken place. It’s now time to 
move from theoretical discussions to concrete actions. This brochure and the accompanying information session 
represent a good faith effort to answer all questions and build a solid consensus for moving forward. This set of 
projects is built around the desire to be a church that is welcoming, hospitable and accommodating. Below you’ll 
find details on what we are proposing and why we are proposing it.

Parking – Lack of accessibility drives our desire to improve our handicapped parking. Clear access to the 
sanctuary and a covered drop off area will make our main entry point welcoming.

Signage –  Internal and external signage will be improved with special attention being paid to routes to the 
sanctuary and church offices.

Fellowship Hall – Those unfamiliar with our layout have difficulty finding fellowship hall. A new 
elevator will give full access to the sanctuary and fellowship hall for all those with any mobility issues. It is also 
hoped that heating and cooling improvements in fellowship hall will be part of this project.

Education Wing – Once completed, every area of our facilities, including the education wing will be 
fully accessible. This critical area of our facility will be available to all for a multitude of uses.

Bathrooms – Modern and accessible bathrooms will be available just off the narthex addition.

Visual – New video screens and digital projection equipment will enhance the worship experience for all.

Heating and Air Conditioning – Upgrades to the HVAC system in the sanctuary will improve 
the comfort for all those who worship with us.

Narthex – A new narthex area connecting the sanctuary and new entryway will increase our ability for 
fellowship both before and after services. Use of the new space below the narthex will be determined in the 
future.

We believe the cost of these additions and renovations will be $950,000. We will not break ground until we have 
at least $500,000 in hand. We currently have $170,000 reserved for these projects.

Our Proposed Plans
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This plan drawing shows the 
covered drop off area. It also 
shows how the new entry 
drive will have handicapped 
accessible parking and will 
connect the existing parking 
to the new entrance. Note 
how the Narthex addition 
connects the new entryway 
and the education wing to the 
Sanctuary.

As you walk in through the covered 
entryway you will see stairs on 
the right hand side that will take 
you upstairs to the sanctuary or 
downstairs to fellowship hall. On the 
left you’ll see an elevator that will 
give you the option of going up or 
down.
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In this drawing you 
see the entrance 
doors  into the 
Sanctuary from the 
new Narthex.

This drawing shows 
the church from 
the front. Note how 
your eye is drawn 
to the covered 
drop off area which 
makes it obvious to 
visitors that this is 
where you enter.
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Next Steps
Please plan to attend one of the information sessions on the weekend of May 2 & 3.  The session times and 
locations are listed on the cover page.  We welcome your comments and suggestions.

Please return the attached survey with your ideas and suggestions by May 11.  The survey can be completed 
online at www.surveymonkey.com/r/Dr-Martin-Luther-survey. We ask you to return the survey even if 
you attend one of the information sessions.  If you would like to speak to someone, please contact any of the 
following members of our Consensus Planning Group:

 Name Phone # Email Address

 Chris Butschke (262) 966-0270 butschke@wi.rr.com
 James Costigan (239) 253-1687 jamescostigan1@yahoo.com
 Pastor Larry Harpster (262) 344-5942 pastorlharpster@gmail.com
 Erik Hayes (262)  443 5341 erik_hayes@att.net
 Thomas Quick (715) 383-5518 thomasquickcpe@hotmail.com
 Candi Strong (262) 366-1803 cldierbeck@yahoo.com

What others are saying about the Proposed Project
“I am so excited about how much more welcoming to visitors our congregation will 
be with a new narthex,  air conditioning and handicapped accessible parking and 
bathrooms.”  

“As a lifelong member of Dr. Martin Luther Church, I am thrilled to see these proposed 
renovations! This congregation is my home, and it’s important to take ownership of the 

changes that need to be made to keep this house of worship comforting for our church 
family and inviting to our guests. I truly believe the work we do now on this sacred 

space will ensure that DMLC can continue to be a place of love, support, friendship and 
outreach in our community that we can be proud of well into the future.”

“I really like the idea that a person with mobility issues will finally have easy access to 
the entire building. This will really make fellowship hall more accessible.”
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We Need Your Feedback
Your confidential feedback is important to us as we strive to make our building and remodeling plans 
representative of the wishes of the congregation. If you would like to fill this survey out online you can go to:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/Dr-Martin-Luther-survey

1. List the things you like best about the proposed project. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Provide any questions, suggestions, or concerns you have regarding the proposed project. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. I/We would financially support a Capital Fund Appeal for the proposed project.
 
    Yes      No                    Uncertain

Comments:  ___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  If you would like someone to respond to your comments, please provide your name (optional).

                                                                                                                                                                                           

Please return this survey to the church office by May 11.



Dr. Martin Luther Church, ELCA
325 S. Main Street
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

Centered on Christ, 
we are called to be 

an inviting beacon of light 
in our community.


